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Chapter DCF 50
FACILITATING THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Subchapter| — General Provisions DCF 50.045 Requestoamend the adoption assistance agreement following adop
DCF 50.01 Introduction. tion.
Subchapter Il — Adoption Assistance DCF50.05 Amount of adoption assistance.
DCF 50.02  Adoption with adoption assistance. DCF 50.06  Responsibilities under the program.
DCF 50.03 Eligibility for adoption assistance. DCF 50.065 Appeal process.
DCF 50.04 Application for adoption assistance. ) .
DCF 50.042 Supplementalpayments under adoption assistance agreemeng$lbchapter Iil — Adoption Information Exchange
enterednto before July 1, 2a1 DCF 50.07 Adoption information exchange.
DCF 50.044 Requesto amend the adoption assistance agreement for a child@REF 50.08  Adoption information exchange responsibilities.
high risk of developing special needs. DCF 50.09 Adoption agency responsibilities.

Note: Sections PW-CY 40.30 to 40.35 were repealézttfe January 31, 1984 (e) “Adoption assistance for medical care” means the program
and a new chapter HSS 50 was creatfatute February 1, 1984Chapter HSS 50 | 1nqerTitle XIX of the Social Security Act as codified in 42 USC
wasrenumbered chapter HFS BAder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., and correction
madeunder s13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Regjstéay, 1999, No. 521. Chapter 1396,Ss. 49.43 to 49.497, Stats., and chs. DHS 101 to 108.

HFS50 was renumbered to chapter DCF 50 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Registe(f) “Adoption information exchange” or “exchange” means
November2008 No. 635. . . .
departmenprogram created to facilitate tlaeloption of special
needschildren by disseminating information abdiog children to
adoptionagencies and prospective adoptive families.

DCF 50.01 Introduction. (1) STATEMENT OFINTENT. The _ (9) “Adoption photolisting” means a publication that lists indi
intentof this chapter is to facilitathe placement of all children Vidual special needs children and includes photographs and
in Wisconsin who are legally available for adoption by providingescriptionsof them.
adoptionassistance to families adopting children with special (h) “Adoptive family” means a husband and wife jointly or an
needsand by establishingn adoption information exchange tounmarriedadult.

helpflnd adoptive homes for these children. (|) “Child” means a person under 18 years of age.

(2) PurPosEOF RULES. This chapter establishesteriato be  (j) “Child at high risk” means a child in the guardianship of an
usedby the departmerih determining when adoption assistanceadoptionagency who doesot have a known special need under
asauthorized by s. 48.975, Stats., mayhwvided, specifies limi s DCF 50.03 (1) (b) 1., 2., 3. or 4. buho is at high risk of devel
tationson the granting of adoption assistance, sets proceduresgging a moderate antensivelevel of special needs under s. DCF
applying for adoption assistance and for amending the adoptigp.03(1) (b) 3. based on one or more of the following:
assistanceagreement and establishes an adoption information ; ‘11 are is documented information that either or both birth

exchangeas required by $18.55, Stats,, to be operated by the,entshave amedical diagnosis or medical history which could

departmentlirectly or through a contract with an individual of priyo.q,itin 4 condition for the child described in s. DCF 50.03 (1) (b)
vateagency to assist in finding the best adoptive hamesdable 3 at a later time.

for the placement of children with special needs. 2. The child has experienced 4 or more placemad

(3) AppLicaiLITY. This chapter applies to the department, o jedfamily or foster homes that couldfeét the normal
adoptionagencies, any individual or private agency under Coattachmenprocess

tract to the department to operate the adoption information

exchange adoptive parents, prospectiagloptive parents and 3 The child experienced neglect in the first 3 yexigfe or
specialneeds children. sustainedphysical injury or physical disease that could have a

(4) DEFINITIONS. In this chapter: long—-termeffect on physical, emotional or intellectual develop

ent.
(a) “Administrative review” means a review of the plan of ser . . . . .
icesfor  chd conducte by & panelof persons selcted by iy TS 15 Soeumertes evitence mecicn of foshley
adoptionagencyat least one of whom is not responsible for th y y P

. ; : ent recordcourt record, or a record of an agency under a con
casemanagement or for the supervision or delivery of sentires ; ' - :
either the child who is subjettt the review or the chilg’parents. tractwith a county department or the department to provide child

B . _ " welfareservices that the birth mother used harmful drugs or alco
(b) “Adoption” means a methaorovided by law to establish 6| quring pregnancy which could later result in the child develop
thelegal relationship of parent astlild between persons who are, special needs as described in s. DCF 50.03 (1) (b) 3.
not so related by birth, with the same mutual rights and obligationsq 5. There is documented evidence imadical or hospital

thatexF t betyveen the C,k,‘ lld and th? claldyirth parent's. recordthat the birth mother received inappropriate prenatal care
(c) "Adoption agency” ofagency” means a isonsin county yhich could later result in thehild developing special needs as
departmentuthorized under s. 48.57 (1) (e) or (hm), Stats., uscribedn s. DCF 50.03 1) (b) 3.

placechildren for adoption, thdepartment, a licensed child wel B N . .
fare agency authorized under ss. 48.60 and 48.61 (5), Stats., 14K) deepa.rIFment means the tonsin department of chil
acceptguardianship and to place childrender its guardianship renan .a.m.l 1es. .
for adoption or an American Indian tribal agency in this state. (L) “Division” means the departmestdivision of safety and

(d) “Adoption assistance” means assistance provided und¥manence. _ o _
agreemenby the department tihe parents of an adopted child or (Lm) “Final substantiated finding” means all of the following:
the prospective adoptive parents of a chpldced for adoption, 1. A final determination made after January 1, 2015, dhat
whenthe family has signed arile department has approved apersonhas abused or neglected a child under s. 48.981 (3) (c) 5m.,
agreementhat is designed to assist in the cost of care afttié  Stats.,and s. DCF 40.04 if the final determination has not been
afteradoption or after the child has been placed for adoption. reversedor modified on appeal.

Subchapter| — General Provisions

RegisterJune 2016 No. 726
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2. A determination made before January 1, 2015, that a persatoptionagencies and adoptive parents, except that the adoption
hasabused or neglected a child under s. 48.981c)34., 201  of American Indian children is subject to 25 USC 1901 to 1963.

Stats. if the determination has not been reversed or modified orHistory: Cr. RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355, £f8-1-85; am. RegisteDecember
appeal. 1988,No. 396, €f 1-1-89; correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register

Note: The date in a statutory citation means that waka#iedition of the statutes November2008 No. 635.

in which that provision appears. o ] )
(m) “Guardian” has the meaning given in s. 48.02 (8), Stats. DCF 50.03 Eligibility for adoption assistance. In
(n) “Legal risk” means a status of a child in which the seveprderfor a child to be adopted with adoption assistance the child
anceof the legatights of the childs birth parents through a ter Mustbe available foadoption and the following circumstances
minationof parental rights proceeding under the laws oftaee  Shallexist: _
or tribal court have not been completed or ¢bert’s decision is (1) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FORTHE CHILD. (&) Age. The child
beinglegally contested. shallbe under 18 years of age at the time of adoption.
(o) “Legally free” means the status of a child whenlégal (b) Special needs. The child shall have at least one of the fol
rights of the childs birth parents have been severed through dedtiwing special needs at the time of the adoptive placement:
of a parent or termination of parental rights proceeding accord 1. The child is 10 years of age or oldeagfe is the only factor
ing to the laws of the state or the tribal court, and the court hasgetermining eligibility;
gagﬁzerreﬁg%rd|23(s)hlt?vznc:a%%séoedr¥ of the child to a placement 2. The child is a member of a sibling group of 3 or netrié
g yl\/FI) i Igd PAVE P j 4 di d(}jrenthat must be placed together;
(p) "Medical adoption assistance card” means a card issued for 3. a. For an adoption assistance agreement enterdbinre

g]siigltjaiﬁgzgr ?;;gg;ﬁ'fgg;g a person as a recipient of adOpt'(?Jrl]le 1, 201, the child exhibits special need characteristics judged
“ . Lo Y to be moderate or intensive under guledule of dffculty—of-
(@) “Monthly adoption assistance payment” meansathly  c4elevels specified in s. DCF 50.042 (3);
paymentamount describeth an adoption assistance agreement b. For an adoption assistance agreement entatedn or
to help with the expense of raising the child made by the depat rjuly 1,201 thg child has a total ogf 5 or more needs that have
mentto the parents or prospective parents of an adopted child nidenti‘fied és moderate or intensive in the areas listed in s

specialneeds and also means the $0 payment to the adoptive -
entsor prospective adoptive parents receiving adoption assistapte’. 26-23 (2) (8) 1. a. to e. in the rate schedule under s. DCF 56.23

in the form of medical assistance and to the adoptive parents<r(&);

prospectiveparents of a child at high risk. 4. The childbelongs to a minority race and children of that
(r) “Registration” means the listing of information about—spé“'”or'ty race cannot be readibpfaced due to a lack of appropriate

cial needs children or the listing of information about approvejfacementesources; or

prospectiveadoptive families withthe adoption information 5. Thechild is a child at high risk of developing a moderate

exchangdor the purpose of locating a prospective adoptive fanor intensive level of special needs under subd. 3.

ily. (c) Availability for adoption. A child shall be considered avall

(s) “Specialneeds child” means a legally free child for whonablefor adoption if the child is in the guardianship of the depart
it is difficult to find an adoptive home and who meets the eligibiment, a county department under s. 48.57 (1) (hm), Stats., or an
ity criteria for adoption assistance under s. DCF 50.03. adoptionagency and the department, county department, or adop

(t) “Substantial change in circumstances” means that a doti@n agency decides that the child canapshould not return to
mentedchange related to the risk that qualified the child as a chifée home of his or her parents. If the child is an American Indian,
of high risk under paxj) has occurred to the child in one or morédoptionprocedures shall be accordance with 25 USC 1901 to
areasof special needs, including physical, behavioraboro ~ 1963.

tional special needs, that would result in a changesingplemen (d) Wisconsin responsibility. A child brought to Méconsin for

tal payment determined under one of the following: adoptionfrom another state under the interstate compact on the
1. For an adoption assistance agreement entered into befdeeementof children,ss. 48.988 and 48.989, Stats., except as

July 1, 201, the rate schedule under s. DCF 50.042. mandatedby federal statuteand regulations, or from another

2. For an adoption assistance agreement entetedn or nation Unde.r an Orpha_n, relati_ve or medical i_mmigrant visa may
afterJuly 1, 201, the rate schedulender s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if ot be provided adoption assistance from this state.
the child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identifiefjote: Federal lawinterpretations as provided in ACYF-CBAR01-0land

. . f . F-CB-IM-01-08equirethat in an interstate adoption, when the sending state
asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a)pjic child welfareagency does not have responsibility for placement and care of

l.a.toe. achild, the public child welfaragency in the adoptive parents’ state of residence is
u s " i sponsibldor determining whether the child meets the definition of special needs,
(u) “Sustainingcare” means the placement of a child under gﬁteringinto the adoption assistance agreement, and paying the subsidy for a child
48.428,Stats. who meets eligibility requirements for federally funded adoption assistance.
History: Cr. RegisterJanuary1984, No. 337, €f2-1-84; r and recrRegister
July, 1985, N0.355, ef. 8-1-85; am. (1) and (2), renum. (d) to (s) to be (e) to (s) and (2) REASONABLE PLACEMENT EFFORTS TO ASSURE ADOPTION
(d), and am. (4) (d), (n), (0) and (p), Regisecember1988, No. 396, &1-1-89; PLACEMENT. (@) Reasonable fefts shall be made to assure a

correctionin (4) (n) to (p) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., Re@isteember  timely placement of the child with the best available family with
(13?3 b’\éo(f)’%gj it,%{“&é‘é%g&é,@‘@&é‘gﬁg&i ) h‘,‘ﬁ{);‘g”l’, aé?fo(f%_g“zr:”emn;g )a‘,ﬁ_“’ out adoption assistance. The agency shall mdkeg®fo consider

(2), r. and recr(4), ef. 11-16-99; am. (2), land recr(4), RegisterJuly, 2000, No. ~ a number of families in order to locate the most suitable fafoily

535, eff. 8-1-00;correction in (4) (t) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Regis i i i 1 ili ;
November2002 No. 563; CR 02-101: am. (4) (gind recr(4) (j), Register Novem e child, including a review of all approved families associated
ber2002 No. 563¢ff. 12-1-02; corrections in (4) (), (i) (intro.), 1., 4., 5., (k), (L), With the agencyand consideration given, as required by s. 48.833,
(s), () made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. &¥3its. to the availability of an adoptive placement with a relative
CR10-148: am. (4) (1), c(4) (1) 1., 2. Register August 2DNo. 668, df 9-1-11;

CR 16-014: cr (4) (Lm) Register June 2016 No. 726, eff. 7-1-16 of the child, and thosefefts shall be documented in the chéld’
record. If 2 or more appropriate families anet approved and
Subchapter Il — Adoption Assistance availablewithin the agencythe agency shall make a timelyoef
to locate additional families by doing any of the following:
DCF 50.02 Adoption with adoption ~ assistance. See 1. Contacting other adoption agencies.

tions DCF 50.03 to 50.06 specify procedures and criteria to be 2. Photolisting the child with the adoption information
usedin granting adoption assistance and apply to the departmexchange.

RegisterJune 2016 No. 726
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3. Working throughthe adoption information exchange tative of the department designated for this purpose. If at any time
photolistthe child with a national adoption exchange. prior to the adoption the prospective adoptive parent or parents

(b) Once the agency has determined that placement with a @f@ieveth.ere has.been a substantial char)ge in circgmstances, the
cific family would be the most suitabfer the child, the agency Prospectiveadoptive parent or parentgy file an application for
shall make a full disclosure to thiamily of the childs back =~ an amended agreement. The agemsybject todepartment
ground,to the extent known, as well as any existing or potentiegview, shall assess the current special negdse child and, as
problemrelated to the child known to the adoption unittteé ~ appropriatethe department shallfef to amend thegreement.
agency. Theamended agreemestiall be agreed to and signed by the pro

(c) If the child has a special need under sub. (1) (b) and if theectiveadoptive parent or parentfie adoption worker and a
circumstancesof either this subsection or sub. (3) exist, thEEPresentativeof the department designated for this purpose.
agencyshall inform the family of thadoption assistance programCOPiesof the signed agreement shall be given to the adoptive par
andask the proposed adoptive parents whether they are willing@ O Parents and placed in the cslddoption record. For pur
adoptwithout adoption assistance. If the familynist willing to  Posesof amending an agreement followiagoption, the agree
adoptwithout adoption assistance, the requirement that a reasBigntin effect at the time of adoption is considered the original
able,but unsuccessful, fefit to place the child withowtdoption agreement.
assistancés met. A request fordoption assistance shall not be (5) PayMENT AUTHORIzATION. The adoption worker shall
abasis for removing a child from a current adoptive placementompletethe payment authorization form and send a copy to the

(3) ExcepTioNs. (a) Subsection (2) shall be waived if the chil@ivision prior to the initiation of adoption assistance benefits.

ianifi i i i i ote: Copies of the application form and the chifttl family summary form may
_has del\)/elgped Slgnlflc?jnthemcﬁlonﬁl.lggs with the foster family aggjbtained by writing: Department of Children and Famildégision of Safety and
It can be demonstrated that the child: Permanence20. Box 8916, Madison, W 53708-8916.

1. Identifies himself or herself as a member of the family; History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337¢ff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS
e 50.03, RegisterJuly, 1985, No. 355, &f8-1-85; correction in (1) made under s.
2. Is regarded by the foster parents, foster siblio@®mu  13.93(2m) (b) 7., Stats., Registduly 1985, No. 355; am. (1) (3), (4) and (6), Regis

nity and school as belonging to that family; and tlerélgeﬁerrllkielrlgfiibe. ggﬁ,(%f)l—Rl—GSJ: aBn-I(Z% 53)4 (’\3|) t(f%é Rgtggstirsgiptember
. ,No. s -1-92; r (6), RegisterJuly ,No. s —1-94; emay.
3. Has, because of his or her attachment to the foster fan&ﬁy(l) and (4), df 11-16-99; am. (L) ant4), RegisterJuly 2000, No. 535, &f

andother factors suchs age and number of previous placement;1-00corrections in (1) made under s. 13.92(8)7., Stats., Register November
a diminished probability of forming new attachments if denieg?08No. 635.
permanencevith this family
(b) Subsection (2) shall be waivéddh child is in an adoptive . _DPCF 50.042 Supplemental payments under adop-
placementithout adoption assistance and, prior to making tHon assistance agreements entered into before July 1,
adoptionfinal, problems specified under sub. (1) (b) 3. or s. DCFI11. (1) COovERAGE. This section applies to supplemental-pay
50.05(4) arise and the family requests adoption assistance. Mentsprovided under adoption assistance agreements entered
History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84: renum. from Hss INtO before July 1, 201

50.02and am. (1) (c) and (2),(B), RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355, &f8-1-85;renum.
(4) to be (3) under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., correction in (3) (b) made under s. 13.9£2)| SUPP,[LEMENTAL }:A\([ME,[’;TS' (a) Thte. di[l)ial’trtnent may tmal;e
(2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register Jullo85, No. 355; am. (intro.), (1) (a), (2) (intro.) andSUpplementapayments to the prospectiveaxoptive parents o

(c) and (3) (b), cr(1) (d), RegistetDecemberl988, No. 396, &f1-1-89; rand recr  a child in anamount to be determined by the department if the
Eﬁg ﬁg%'g‘g;ﬁgff”l‘g‘g%‘-}gfﬁf‘(g-) ‘;Mégtlso",%;gé‘;r{‘;gﬂ"ow (jgs(‘.’?eﬁ;g"’}';%@ child requires more than the usual amount of care and supervision
(1) (b) 3. and 4., c(1) (b) 5., rand recr(2), ef. 11-16-99; am. (1) (b) 3. and 4., cr for the childs age because of special emotional, behavioral, or

(1) (b) 5. and, recr (2), RegisterJuly 2000, No. 535, &f8-1-00; correctionin (1) physicaland personal needs.
(b) 3. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2002 No. 563; CF%/ R - -
02-101:am. (intro.), (1) (c) and (d), (2) (@) 2., 3., and (c), Register November 2002 (b) If a child does not exhibit characteristics commensurate

No. 563, ef. 12-1-02; corrections in (1) (b) 3. and (3) (b) made under s. 13.92 @)ith a moderate or intensive level of emotional, behavioral, or
(b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635; CR 10-148: am. (1) (a)YB)(a)

3.b. Register August 24INo. 668, &f 9-1-11. physicaland personal speciakeds categories described in sub.
(3), no supplemental payment may be made. If the ehitdbits
DCF 50.04 Application for adoption assistance. characteristicsccommensurate witlin a moderate or intensive

(1) TimiNnG. Except in extenuating circumstan@essprovided in level of one or more of the emotional, behavioral, or physical and
s. DCF 50.065 (2), an initial application for adoption assistan@@rsonalspecial need categories under (&, a supplemental
shallbe completed and approved no later than the time the adBpymentin an amounto be determined by the department shall
tive placement of the child occurs in. The prospective adoptib@ paid.

parentsmay filean application for adoption assistance under the (c) The placing agency shall documenttire childs case
circumstancesioted in s. DCF 50.03 (3) (b) or in sub. &d recordthe characteristics of any selected level of care.
adoptiveparents mayequest an amendment to an existing agree (3) ScHepULE OF DIFFICULTY-OF-CARELEVELS. (a) Emotional.
mentunder the circumstances noted in s. DCF 50.044 or 50.045. evel| A, not applicable” children do not exhibit unusual emo

(2) AppLicaTioN FORM. Application shalbe made on a form tional characteristics for foster children in their age group.

provided by the department. . 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includes
(a) Part | of the application shall be completed and signed by corresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the following
the parent or parents and the adoption warker characteristics:

(b) Part Il of the application shall be completed and approved a. Demanding excessive attention from others.

or disapproved by a representative of the department designated igh— i i i i
for this purpose and a copy shall be given to the parent or pargq, kr)L.jml\éc.ervous, high-strung, impulsive and displaying temper

andcopies shall be kept in the parent and child file. . . .
(3) CHILD AND FAMILY SUMMARY. Information documenting c. Restless and hyperactive, havinghort attention span and
: g%(aasmnallwettmg during the night.

the need for adoption assistance shall be recorded on the child o . . . )
family summaryform and submitted with the completed applica __d- Exhibiting low self-esteerand lacking confidence in their
tion form for approval or disapproval by a representative of ttfility to deal with the world.
departmentlesignated for this purpose. e. Periodically withdrawn and unresponsive.

(4) ADOPTION ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT. The adoptiorassist 3. ‘“Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior that
anceagreement shall be completed and signed by the prospectindudesor corresponds in extent or degree vétheast 2 of the
adoptiveparent or parents, the adoption worker and a represeritdlowing characteristics:

RegisterJune 2016 No. 726
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a. Habitually resistive and having fidulty communicating a. Runs away 8 or more times a year for 5 or more days at a
with others, often failing to do what is expected of them. time, returning only on the initiative of others.

b. Typically respond to situations with apatkihowing a lack b. Habitually create a disturbance in the classroom or be
of any interest. habitually truantfrom school resulting in class failure, frequent

c. Have dificulty in establishing relationships and setatp ~ Suspensioror expulsion, and requiring frequent parent contact
ersfor rejection. with the school.

d. Display cultural and social conflicts. c. Exhibit sexual deviangyncluding that of a violent nature

e. Frequenhight bed-wetters or occasionally defecate in beyf honconse nting involvement of others.
clothesor both. d. Habitually use alcohol, drugs or both.

f. Display over—activity and over—excitedness, necessitating €: Exhibit uncontrollabléoehavioy be involved in property
closesupervision. offensesrepeatedly with adjudication on more than one property

4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior thatoffensethat is asserious as bgtary, and have committed acts

. . ; uchas arson, physical assault or armed robber
includesor correspond@ extent or degree with one or more of phy y

thefollowing characteristics, and the characteristics are severe; |- Exhibit aggressive behavior on a daily basis, such as biting,
a. Infantile personalities scratchingor throwing objects at another person.

. . . . g. Exhibit frequent self-abusive behavior such as banging
_b. Wet or defecate in clothing during daytime hours severg|eir heads, poking their eyeecking themselves or biting them
timesa week. o ) _ selves. These children may eat inappropriate items such as rubber

c. Severe hyperactivity to the point of frequent destruetiveyr metal.
nessor sleeplessness. _ (c) Physical and personal care. 1. “Level A, not applicable”

d. Chronically withdrawn, depressed or anxious. childrendo not exhibit unusual physical or personal charaeteris

e. Self-injurious, require constant and intensive supervisidies for foster children in their age group.
and may be involved in behavioral management programs or 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit physical or personal
showbizarre or severely disturbed behavior characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with

f. Display anorexia nervosa. oneor more of the following:

(b) Behavioral. 1. “Level A, not applicable” children donot ~ a. Needs soméelp with putting on braces or prosthetic
exhibit unusual behavioratharacteristics for foster children indevicesand help with buttons or laces but basically care for them
their age group. selvesand are able to maintain their own physical assisting

2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includesdevices. _ _
or corresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the following b. Seizures or motor dysfunctions that are controlled by-medi
characteristics: cation. Therapy forgross or fine motor skills can be done with

a. Run away infrequently for up to 2 days with the intemioﬁupervision‘or children to achieve normal conditions. These- chil
of returning. renmay require special diet preparation.

b. Occasionally skip classes or an entire day of schdettaf 3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit physical or personal
ing class achievement and requiring makesabool work and characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with
parentcontact with the school. oneor more of the following:

c. Use sexual acting-out or language as an attention-getting ad_Needs_ f;elp with dress(ljng, bathlrllg anéj. general toilet needs,
mechanismand occasionally experiment with alcohol, drogs 1 UdiNgmainténance procedures such as iaperingypplying

both cathetersand requires the help of a person or a device to walk or
: . . . .. _getaround.
d. Infrequent conflicts with parents or community authorltleg, b. Needs assistance to care for and maintain physical assistin
including displays of hostility and occasional petty theft, vandaly , i O phy 9

ismor both.

e. Exhibit occasional aggressive behaviarch as biting,
scratchingor throwing objects at another person.

bot
3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior that

includesor corresponds in extent or degree vétheast 2 of the d. Need.s tube or gavage feeding. . .
following characteristics: e. Requires special care to prevent or remedy skin conditions

R 4107 i for 3 or 4 dave d suchas decubiti and severe eczema.
a. Run away 4 10 Imes a year for 3 or ays e an Note: The administration of medications and preparation of special aiets

requiresencouragement to return. demanding,and prescribed physical therapies such as those for vision, hearing,
b. Truant from school one to 2 times a month for more théﬁeech)r gross or fine motor skills require one to 2 hours a day

oneday resulting in delayed academic progress including perfor 4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit physical or personal

mancebelow their ability that may lead tass failure, possible characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with

c. Has feeding problemsuch as excessive intake, extreme
messinessr extremely slow eating requiring help, supervision or

suspension and frequent parent contact with the school. oneor more of the following: .

c. Exhibit sexual activity harmful to themselves and disrup @ Non-ambulatorymay haveuncontrollable seizures and
tive to their family and community relationships. needappliances for drainage, colostgragpiration or suctioning.

d. Occasionally have been involved in non-violerimes _D. Even with proper medical attention, vision, speech or hear
suchas buglary, which caused conflict with authority ing functions are impaired and may require foster parent training.

e. Exhibit frequent aggressive behavior such as bitingﬁ €. Need dailyprescribed exercise routines to improve or
scratchingor throwing objects at another person. aintaingross or fine motor skills that require hoagministra

f. Exhibit occasionatelf-abusive behavior such as banginé'on'

their heads, poking their eydscking themselves or biting them d. Require prevention procedures such as daily irrigation.

selves. e. Require extra cleanl_ng and laundxy maintain body
4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior thathydieneand control of the child’body waste.

includesor correspondi extent or degree with one or more of  f. Orthotics care.

thefollowing characteristics, and the characteristics are severe: g. Prescribed physical therapies taking 2 to 3 hours.a day
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(4) ExcepTiONAL PAYMENT. An exceptional payment in an of the departmerd’choice and at the departmemixpense to pro
amountto be determined by the placing agepeysuant to the vide information necessary in making the determination.

department'siniform foster care rate policy may bede in adeli (b) Determine whether any of thiellowing apply to an adep
tion to the age-related rates and special needs payment whenitht€parent or proposed adoptive parent:

additionalpayment will accomplish any of the following: 1. Afinal substantiated finding has been made that the-adop

(a) Enable the child to be placed in a foster home or treatmeik parent or proposed adoptive parent has abused or neglected
fosterhome instead of being placed or remaining in a more restricchild.

tive setting.

(b) Replace a child’ basic wardrobe that has been lost qf3speen made in any other jurisdiction where the adoptive parent
destroyedhrough other than normal wear and tear

History: CR 10-148: (3), (4) renum. from DCF 58.(B), (4), cr (title), (1),(2) or proposed adgptlve par?nt has resided. X
RegisterAugust 201 No. 668, df 9-1-11. (c) 1. If havingdetermined that there has been a substantial
changein circumstances documented that establish that a child
DCF 50.044 Request to amend the adoption  assist- hasa moderate or an intensive level of need in one or more eatego
ance agreement for a child at high risk of developing riesof the supplemental payment schedule, and there has not been
special needs. (1) REQUESTFORREVIEW. At least 12 months asubstantiated report abuse or neglect of the child by the adop
after the date of adoption, the adoptive parents who signed ¢ or proposed adoptive parentsfeofto adjust the amourotf
adoptionassistancagreement for a child at high risk may requegdoptionassistance for maintenance fortane year based upon
thatthe agreement be amended becalieg now believe a sub the rate schedule in fefct at the time the request fadoption
stantial change in circumstances hascurred. If the request assistancamendment form is received in the department.
resultsin an amended agreement, any subseqegpiest for an 2. Payment under this paragraph shall include a basic mainte
amendecagreement shalle made under s. DCF 50.045. If thenancepayment established under s. 4§4R Stats., and any sup
requestdoes not result imn amended agreement, the adoptivelementalpayment determined under one of the following:
parentsmay request that the agreement be amended no earlier thanp. For aradoptionassistance agreement entered into before
12 months after the date of the receipt of the last request by Higy 1, 201, the rate schedule under s. DCF 50.042 (2) and (3).

department. b. For an adoption assistance agreement entetecn or
(2) Famiy REsPONsIBILITY. To request that an agreement b@gfter July 1, 201, the rate schedulender s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if
amendedthe adoptive family shall do all of the following: the child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identified
(a) Complete and return the request for adoptiesistance asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a)
amendmenform available from the department to recordféme 1. a. to e.

ily’s observations of the chile'physical, behavioral and emo 3. No exceptional paymeninder s. DCF 50.042 (4) or 56.23
tional needs. (3) may be established.

(b) Provide documentation by appropriate professionals of the (d) If the adoptiveor proposed adoptive parent agrees with the
child’s current special needs to the department at the time of ﬁ“ﬁg)posedamount of adoption assistance maintengregment,
therequest for adoption assistarszaendment form to verify any offer to amend the original agreement in writing for up to one year
substantiathange in circumstances. That documentation may f@spequ the new monthly adoption assistance maintenzmee
a statement by the professional indicating that he oceheurs mentamount.
with the nature and level of special needs identified on the requeste) Review under s. DCF 50.045 (3) (e) the circumstances of

for adoption assistance form. The report or statement of an-apR{@niiq with a previously amended adoption assistance agreement
priate professional shall be datedthin 6 months prior to the date ,qerthis section by contacting the adoptive parent or parents
of the request for an adoption assistance amendment. prior to the expiration of the amended agreement. The department
~ (c) Ifrequested by the departmetovide additional informa  shall notify the adoptive parents, in writing, at least 120 days
tion about the child current functioning. beforethe expiration of the amended adoption assistance-agree
(d) If requested by the department, have the child evaluatedrbgnt and provide the adoptive parents the expiration date, a
a specialist of the departmestthoice and at the department’ requestfor an adoption assistance amendment form and instruc
expenseto provide information necessary in making the detetionsfor completing the form.
mination. History: Emeqg. cr, ef. 11-16-99; crRegisterJuly, 2000, No. 535, &f8-1-00;

. correctiondn (3) (c) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2002
(e) Sign and return an amended agreemefered bythe No.563; corrections in (1), (3) (a), (c) and (e) madeer s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats.,
departmento authorizea payment amount other than the amourfegisteNovember 2008 No. 635; CR 10-148and recr(3) (c) Register August
: Y 2011No. 668, ef 9-1-11; CR 16-014:r. and recr. (3) (b) Register June 2016 No.
in the original agreement. 796 eff. 7-1216.

Note: A copy of the Request for Adoption Assistance Amendment form, CFS
2092,may be obtained from the Department by writing to: Bureau of Permanence and . .
Out-of-HomeCare, Division of Safety and Permanence) PBox 8916Madison DCF 50.045 Request to amend the adoption assist -

WI 53708-8916, or by visiting the forms section of the department website@hce agreement following adoption. (1) REQUEST FOR
hitp://dcf.wisconsin.gov. REVIEW. Twelve months or more following adoption of a child
(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITY. If & request to amend anyith special needs under s. DCF 50.03 (1) (b) 1., 2., 3. or 4., at least
agreements received, the department shall do all of the foHow12 months since the receipt of a previous request under this sec
Ing: tion by the department, at least 12 months following an amended
(a) From a review of the information submitted by the familagreementinder s. DCF 50.044, or within 120 days prior to the
undersub. (2), determine whetharsubstantial change in circum expirationof an amended agreement, adoptive parents with-a cur
stances exists to meet the eligibility requirements 8fCF 50.03 rentadoption assistance agreement and with a mainteparyce
(1) (b) 3. If additionainformation is needed to make the determentin the amount of $0 or greater may file a request with the
mination,the department shall notify the family of theed for the departmenfor amendment ahe agreement because they believe
informationand request that the informatibe submitted within a substantial change in circumstances has occurred since the
90 days from the date of the letter requesting the information sagreementvas signed. If an amendment is ifeef as a result of
thatfailure toprovide the requested information within 90 dayapproval of an adoption assistance amendment request, the
may result in the requedteing denied by the department. The@mendmenwill be in efect until the expiration date specified.
departmenimay obtain technical assistance from a specialist he purpose of the amended agreement would be to change the
may require the family to have the child evaluabsda specialist amountof the monthly adoption assistance maintenance payment.

2. Afinding that is comparable to a final substantiated finding
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An adoption assistance agreement may be amended more tharb. For an adoption assistance agreement entetedn or

onceunder the provisions of this section. afterJuly 1, 201, the rate schedulender s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if
(2) FAMILY RESPONSIBILITY. To request that an agreement béhe child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identified
amendedthe adoptive family shall do all of the following: asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a)
(&) Complete and return the request for adopéiesistance la.toe. o .
amendmentorm available from the department to recordftne 2. If the level of pointsn an established supplemental pay
ily’s observations of the chils’physical, behavioral and emo Mentcategory is at the highest number of points in an intensive
tional needs. level of need categoryo increase in payment may béeoéd in

. . . . atcategory
(b) Provide documentation by appropriate professionals of tHE 3. No adjustment may be made to an existing exceptional pay

child’s current special needs to the department at the time of ﬁ”rrﬁ%nt and noexceptional payment may be established under s
therequest for adoption assistarmraendment form to verify any BCF 50.042 (4) or 56.23 (3).

substantiathange in circumstances. That documentation may . .
a statement by the professional indicating that he ocsheurs ~ (d) If the adoptive parent agrees with the proposed amount of
with the nature and level of special needs identified on the requ8§payment, der toamend the agreement in writing to specify
for adoption assistance form. The report or statement of an-appi¢ New monthly adoption assistance amount.

priateprofessional shall be datedthin 6 months prior to the date  (€) Review an amendeatioption assistance agreement, as fol

of the request for an adoption assistance amendment. lows: _ o
(c) If requested by the departmemtpvide additional informa 1. Prior to the expiration of the amended agreemenaand
tion about the child current functioning. ally thereafter fothe duration of the adoption assistance agree

(d) If requested by the department, have the child evaluatedtrﬂimthe (tj.ep}artmetmhall contact tr;re] adoptive tparent gfrh?izrents
a specialist of the departmesitthoice and at the department’ [0 T€qUESL Information concerning the circumstances :

PO ; ; ; he department shatotify the adoptive parents, in writing, at
ﬁ]xiﬁgﬂgﬁo provide information necessary in making the dete east120 days before the expiration of the amended adoption

(€) Sign and return an amended agreemefered bythe assistancagreement and provide the adopegents the expira

X tion date, a request for an adoption assistance amendonsnt
departmento authorizea payment amount other than the amoun{, yinstructions for completing the form
in the original agreement. .

Note: A copy of the Request for Adoption Assistance Amendment form, CFS 2. The department may require the adoptlve parent or parents
2092,may be obtained from the Department by writing to: Bureau of Permanence 43dProvide documentation of the current circumstances of the
Out-of-HomeCare, Division of Safety and Permanenceé) PBox 8916Madison  child. The department shall review the information to determine
WI 53708-8916, or by visiting the forms section of the department website\ghetherthe reasons for the change in circumstances continue to
hnp"éddg'scons'“'gov' i 4 aneXistor not and shall notify the family whethtire amount of

(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITY. If a request to amend an,qqptionassistance wilbe continued, reduced, or returned to the
agreements received, the department shall do all of the follow, 0 untin the original agreement or previous amendgeee
ing: ment.

(@) From the information submitted by the family under sub.History: Emeg. cr ef. 11-16-99; crRegisterJuly 2000, No. 535, &8-1-00;

(2), determine whether a substantial change in circumstan e@g%%?”éﬂ (3) (¢) made U”dg‘f;- 13.93 (d2m) (g) IS, Register November 2002
exists. If additional information is needed to make the deterMiNRoyonpeg0os No. as Cn 10 L Ta s a3 Rooata Ao Fgieter
tion, the department shall notify the family of theed for the 668,ef. 9-1-11; CR 16-014: r and recr. (3) (b) Register June 2016 No. 726, eff.
informationand request that the informatiba submitted within 7-1-16
90 days from the date of the letter requesting the information and
thatfailure toprovide the requested information within 90 days;
may result in the requedteing denied by the department. Thgh
departmenimay obtain technical assistance from a specialist or (1) MONTHLY ADOPTION ASSISTANCEPAYMENT. (a) Each adop
may require the family to have the child evaluabgda specialist . A ) s -
of the departmerg’choice and @he departmerd’expense so that tive tﬁglg 505':%"’::'22;2%&5;i‘é?]nssr'%?lrgg g‘g;\gguo?:l¥h'2 Sg?oerg
e p

the department will have the information it needs to make “#ostercare rates specified s. 48.62 (4), Stats.. andflitilty—of

determination. i o ; e d
. ) carelevels or the child identifiedspecial needs specified in one
_ (b) Determine whether any of tiiellowing apply to an adop o the following:
tive pareqt. ) o 1. For an adoption assistance agreement entered into before
1. Afinal substantiated finding has been made that theadqg”y 1, 201, the rate schedule under s. DCF 50.042 (3).
tive parent has abused or neglected a child. 2. For an adoption assistance agreement entetedn or
2. Afinding that is comparable to a final substantiated findingfter July 1, 201, the rate schedulender s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a) if
hasbeen made in any other jurisdiction where the adoptive pargé child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identified
hasresided. asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in s. DCF 56.23 (2) (a)
(c) 1. If havingdetermined that there has been a substantiala. to e.
changein circumstances documented that establishes that a childb) The amount of adoption assistance shall be the total
hasan increase in special neddsone or more categories of themonthly adoption assistance payment as indicated on the adoption
supplementalpayment schedule and theiee no substantiated assistancegreement or as revised by an amendruetite adop
reportof abuse or neglect of the child by the adoptive parentin assistance agreement signed by both the adoptive parent or
offer to amend the amount of adoption assistance for maintenapagentsand the department. The initial rate for a child at high risk
for up to one yearThe department may not increase the amoust$0 in the original adoption assistance agreement if no special
in the agreement above the amount allowed under 42 USC 673@g¢dscategory under s. DCF 50.03 (1) (b) 1., 20134. applies
any other federal law The new payment shall include the basig the child. The rate may increase or decrease as described in an
maintenanceayment in the existing agreement, axgeptional amendmento the original agreement and law
paymentin the existingagreement, and an adjusted supplemental (c) The efective date for a rate increase for an amended-agree
paymentdetermined under one of the following: mentshall be the first day of the month the department received
a. For amdoptionassistance agreement entered into befotike request to amend the adoption assistance agreement, except
July 1, 201, the rate schedule under s. DCF 50.042 (2) and (3hatno increase shall be made prior to 12 months from a prior rate

DCF 50.05 Amount of adoption assistance. To deter
nethe amount of adoption assistance, the following procedures

allapply:
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increase. The efective date for a rate decrease foramended (d) Circumstances under which the adoption assistance may
agreemenshall be the first day of the morftiilowing the month be increased, decreased, terminatedemporarily suspended;
thatthe amended agreemaaxpires. The ééctive date for dis and
continuingadoption assistance for any reason shall be the last daye) A stipulationthat the agreement shall remain in force
of the month that eligibility for benefits ends. regardlesf the state of residence of the family and the child.
(2) MEDICAL ADOPTION ASSISTANCE. (a) Adoption assistance  (2) PoST-PLACEMENTRESPONSIBILITIESOF ADOPTIVE PARENTS.
for medical care shall be granted to all cases witlgroved (a) Notification requirements. After the adoption assistance
adoptionassistance agreement. agreemenhas been signed and approved by the department and
(b) Adoptive families covered by private health insurance pdhe child has been placed in theme, the adoptive parent shall
icies shall provide information to the department regarding thenotify thedivision within 30 days of the occurrence of any of the
coverage. following circumstances:

(c) The medical assistance card maybe used for care ofthe 1. A change in the family’address;
adoptivechild covered by the familg’insurance. 2. A change in the adoptsdegal guardian;
(d) Medical benefits provided under title XIX of the Social 3. If the adoptee enters military service;
SecurityAct of 1935, as amended, areailable to the adoptee in 4 |f the adoptee marries;
accordancavith the procedures of the state in which the adoptee ' ; ; .
resides. If an adoptee with W§consin adoption assistance is not 5. Ifthe adoptee n_o Ic.)nger resides in the home;
eligible in the state of residence, the department givaNide 6. If the adoptee dies;
medicalassistance iaccordance with ss. 49.43 to 49.497, Stats., 7. High school completion date after the adoptee reaches 18

andchs. DHS 101 to 108The department shall facilitate previ yearsof age;

sionof eligible medical benefits through the interstate commact 8. Change in health insurance benefits or coverage;

adoptionand medical assistance referenced in s. 48.9985, Stats. g |t e adopting parents are no longer supporting the
(3) NON-RECURRING ADOPTION EXPENSES. When a child is adopteeand

adoptedwith an approved adoption assistance agreement, the 10 |f the adoptee has been placed in an institution or other

departmentshall reimburse adoptive parents for non-recurringiternatecare facility at public expense.

?doptlonexpenses up to a $2000”maX|mum. In |thls subsection, 11. The adopted person was determined eligible for assist

non-recurringadoption expenses’ meareasonable and neees eunder sub. (3fb) 1. c. and no longer has an individualized

sar_yadoptlc_)n fees, court costs, attorney_fees and _othe_r eXpe'%g%catiorprogram under155.787. Stats.. in ffot

WhICh are directly r_elatetb the .legal ado_pthn Of.a child with spe Note: Notice may be delivered jperson, by mail, or facsimile (fax) to the Division

cial needs and which are not incurred in violation of state er fegt safety and Permanence, Bureau of Permanence and Out-of-Home Care, 201 E.

erallaws. WashingtonAvenue, FO. Box 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916. The toll free-tele

(4) FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES. The amount of adoption assist PMo1e "MPer is 886-666-5532. The fax number is 608-264-6750.
anceshall takeinto consideration the circumstances of the adop | (b)t' Ve”f'ca:'oﬂ ﬁf |nd|_\(/j|duaj|zed ec%lut(r:]atlog A 'gg
tive family and the needs dfie child being adopted. In negotiat & d%glligzﬂaézzc:\ ti?)nprr(z)wraen? Sr?ggﬂ?ks 7%;‘ Sotgtg E?e the
ing the amount of the monthly adoptiaasistance payment within prog o0n *

i . o epartmentnay determine that thedopted person is eligible for
tstggrl]lgnelguoghsgl;.t(hlg,ftg}ﬁ)\c,iv?r?;rtment shall consider family CIFCuna(fldoptionassistance to continue under sub. (3) (b) 1. c.

- . P (3) POST-PLACEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.
carg?t))ezgﬁs%ug?znn%g:jhg farn(;'\%gn%ﬁfé fggutgg,s Is signif After the adoption agreement has been signed and approttesl by
; p. i ptee; . departmentind the child has been placed in the home, the depart
(b) Although the familys financial resources are substantianentshall:

unusual circumstances have placed demands on the family

incometo theextent that providing for an adoptee would result ifhe post—placement responsibilities specifiedsit. (2) (a) 1. to

asignificant fingncial burden; . » . 11. Notification shall include adoptive families who haweved
(c) The family lacks health insurance orf&iént insurance qut of state.

to cover the expected medical needs of the adoptee; and (b) Discontinue adoption assistance based on any dbthe

(d) Resources needed by the adoptee are not available injgying circumstances, as determined by the department:
family’s community and the expense of gaining access to the nec ;1 “\yhen theadoptee reaches 18 years of age, except-as fol
essary resources would placsignificant financial burden on the |5,
family. ' . . . . .

History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS a. AdOptlon assstanoaay continue if the adopted pers_on IS
50.04and cr (1) (c) and (3), Registeduly 1985, No. 355, &f8-1-85; correction 18 years of age or ovdout under 19 years afje, and is a full-time

in (1) (a) made under $3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Registauly 1985, No. 355; am. studentin high school or the equivalent.
(intro.) and (1), renum. (2) (intro.) to (b) and (3) to be (2) (4rjand (4) and am. b d A . irifieh d d .
(2) (a), cr (2) (d) and (3), RegisteDecember1988, No. 396, &f1-1-89; rand recr . Adoption assistance may contintithe adopted person is
% (a)(,l()42 ()InthO-),tctJ (3),|R3%I34t‘e‘5§ptarg§e§%9% gg. 441, éflO—(llsg(%:) a(nzﬁ)- Elg 18 years of ager over but under 21 years of age; the adopted per

, I C), RegisterJuly, , NO. , —1-94; em&y. am. , a H i H H H .
and(3), cr (1) (c), ef. 11-16-99; am. (1) (b}, (2) (@) and (3), @) (¢), Registeuly . SONIS @ full-time student in high school or the equivalent; the
2000,No. 535, &t 8-1-00; correction in (1) (a) made under s. 1328) (b) 7., departmentletermines that the adopted person has a mental or
St%tS-,Relgslssggr(l‘\ll)c’{tgn;beéf?OZ QIO-,5?3;§orrectlt?nSL2)5(gg, 'Sb),ggg (é%?(til)omfgge %Rysmal handicap that warrants the continuation of assistance
i o Stals., Register overmaer 0635 ~148: Yhder42 USC 673; the adopted person is not eligible for other
1) (a), cr (1) (@) 1., 2. Register August 20No. 668, &f 9-1-11. ] ' >
W@, @ egister August 50 benefitssuchas supplemental security income; and the adopted

DCF 50.06 Responsibilities under the program personotherwise lacks adequate resourcesdntinue in high

(1) ADOPTION ASSISTANCEAGREEMENT. There shall be a written schoolor the equivalent.

adoptionassistance agreement sigigthe adoptive parents and ~ C- Adoption assistance may continue if the adopted person
adivision representative which shall cover: turned18 years of age on or after August 1, 2014, but is under 21

. . ) years of age; the adopted person is a full-time student at a secon
(@) The amount Of Fhe adoption aSS|_stance, dary school or its vocational or technical equivalent; there is an
(b) The responsibilities of the adoptive parents; individualized education program under s151787, Stats.in

(c) The responsibilities of the department; effectfor the adopted person; and th@option assistance agree

(a) Biannuallysend written notification to adoptive families of
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mentfor the adopted persdrecame déctive after the adopted Americanindian tribal agency in this state that vgasrdian of the
personattained 16 years of age. child and that placed the child for adoption, Wete not presented
d. Adoption assistance may be reinstated following terminip the adoptive parents by the adoption agencyy another
tion of assistance by adoptive parents when the adopted per§ewrcesuch as the chilg’physician or the agency that originally
was 18 years of age or over fhe adopted person meets thdlacedthechild for foster care, before the adoption became final;

requirement®f subd. 1. c. b. Adoption assistance was denied based upon a means test
2. Upon the marriage of the adoptee; of the adoptive family;
3. When the adoptee is no longer receiving support from the €. The determination by the department that the child was
parents; ineligible for adoption assistance was erroneous; or
4. Upon death of the adoptee; d. The adoptive parents were not advibgdthe adoption
5. When there is a change in the adoptgeiardian; or agencyor by another source, such as a sosialker or another

doptiveparent, about the availability of adoption assistance and
adnot previously adopted with adoption assistance; and

seq3 It has been less than 3 years since the adoptive parents knew
or reasonably should have known of the circumstavigeh is the
basisfor the hearing request under subd. 2.; or

(b) The failure of the department to comply with a condition
of the adoption assistance agreement undBxC$: 50.06, pro

< X videdthat the request isitiated within one year after the failure
revision or amendment to the agreement, the adoptive parep

: X . an.
concurwith the adJUStment and the adJUStment reflects Change%)te: A request for a hearing should be addressed to the Division of Hearings and

circumstancesonsistent with s. DCF 50.05 (1); and Appeals,PO. Box 7875, Madison, W1 53707.

(d) Offer short-ternservices to the adoptive family or adult (c) A department decision on a request under s. DCF 50.044
adopteeupon request of either party and refer the family to othes amend an adoption assistance agreement regarding a child at
communityresources for services if appropriate. highrisk. A request for a hearing received more than 60 days fol

History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS |owing the date of the departmesntivritten decision shall be
50.05,RegisterJuly 1985, No355, ef. 8-1-85; correction in (3) (a) 2. a. made underdenied
s.13.93 (2m) (by ., Stats., Registeduly 1985, No. 355; am. (1) (intro.), (a), (d), (3) ' o
8% ((Ir%ttrrg)) ;hg.(!;lt;%netljnrdegr.,(Sta(gritsrtge;ﬁgw&rll(%?éib ;\loré§9?n, é(fgl)—é)—?g;baer?-a) (d) A department decision onraquest under s. DCF 50.045

i . i), i . - ) um. . N
(b), Register September1992. No. 441, & 10-1-92: emag. am. (1) (d), df O amend an adoption assistance agreement. A request for a hear
11-16-99am. (1) (d), Registeduly 2000, No. 535, &f8-1-00; CR 02-101: am. ing received mor¢han 60 days following the date of the depart

(2) (intro.), r and recr(3) (a) (intro.), r(3) (a) 1., renum. (3) (a) 2. a. to f. to be (3) i isj i

(6} 1. 10.6. and (3) (8) 3. and b. 1o b (3) (¢) 1. and 2, and (3) (6) 16 be (3) (d) Regidap LS Written Qemsnlon shall be dezfled. , _
November2002 No. 563, éf 12-1-02; corrections in (3) (a) and (c) 2. made under, History: Cr. RegisterJuly 1994, No. 463, &f8-1-94; emeg. am. (2) (intro.),
s.13.92(4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635; EmR1414geme[:.r' (2) (c) and (d), éf 11-16-99; am. (2) (intro.), (a) 2. (intro.),and recr(2) (a)
renum.(2) to (2) (a), cr(2) (a) (title), 1., (b), renum. (3) (b) 1. to (3) (b) 1. (intro.), (intro.) and cr (2) (c) and (d), Registeduly, 2000, No. 535, &f8-1-00; corrections
a.,b. and am., c(3) (b) 1. c., d., 68-1-10; CR 14-054: renum. (2) to (2) (a), cr iN (2) (a) (intro.), 1., and (b) to (adhade under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register
(2) (a) (title), L., (b), renum. (3) (b) 1. to (3) (b) 1. (intro.), a., b. and am(@p(b)  November2008 No. 635.

1.c., d., am. (3) (b) 6. Register April 2015 No. 712,%f1-15; correction in (3) (a)

madeunder s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register April 2015.

6. When the parentre no longer legally responsible for thq":1
supportof the adoptee except as provided in subd. 1; or
(c) Temporarily suspend or adjust adoption assistance ba:
on either of the following circumstances:
1. The adoptee is no longer receiving support fronathep
tive parents; or

2. An adjustment is ééred by the department in a written

Subchapterlll — Adoption Information Exchange

DCF 50.065 Appeal process. (1) BEFOREADOPTION IS o . .
FINAL. If an applicant for adoption assistance is not satisfied with DCF 50.07  Adoption information exchange. ~ Sections
the actiontaken by the department on the application or if a pr& CF 50.07 to 50.09 establish an adoption informagaohange
spectiveadoptive parent who has been approved for or is recel@ be operated by the departmeliectly or through a contract
ing adoption assistance is not satisfied with the condijonsrn ~ With an individual or a private agencyhese sections apply to the
ing the awardthe applicant or prospective adoptive parent, pri¢tepartmentadoption agencies, prospective adoptive parents and
to the adoptiorbeing declared final by the court, may request@ an individual or private agency if under contract with the
review of thedecision by the division administrator or designeglepartmento operate the adoption information exchange, except
or may appeal the decision under ch. 227, Statthe department thatindian tribal child—placing agencies may draw upon services

of administratiors division of hearings and appeals. of the adoption information exchange but are not obligated under
Note: A request for review of a decision should be addressed to the Adminjstratéieserules to participate in the exchange.
Division of Safety and PermanenceQPBox 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916. History: Cr. RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355, &f8-1-85; CR 02-101: am. Register

(2) AFTER ADOPTION IS FINAL. An adoptive parent, after an November2002 No. 563, éf 12-1-02; correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7.,
adoptionhas been declared final by a court, may appeal any of ffias-Register November 2008 No. 635.
following under ch. 227, Statsq the department of administra
tion’s division of hearings and appeals:

(a) A department decision after the adoption became final
to approve an application for adoption assistance undeCB.
50.030r a department decision before the adoption bedimale
relatingto the amount of adoptiassistance under s. DCF 50.05
providedthat:

DCF 50.08 Adoption information exchange respon -
sibilities. (1) PHoToLISTING. The exchangshall maintain an

goingcentral photolist registrwhich shall include the follow
ing services:

(a) The exchange shall photolist all special needs children.
Specialneeds children include:

1. The conditions of s. DCF 50.03 for eligibility for adoptior] 1. Children who have special needs due to medical, psycho
assistancexisted at the time the adoption became final; ogical, deyelopmental or behav_loral conditions; o

2. One of the following extenuating circumstances occurredt: 2. Chllﬁren who h&ve speciakeeds due to ﬁpec:al C'“‘i:’m |

a. Facts regarding the child, the chidiological family or zr?r}ﬁg$uc as age, siblirgroup, sex, race or nationai or cultura
the childs background thatererelevant to the proposed adop gm; ) ) "
tion were known to the adoption worker who served ashiid’s 3. Children who have not been placed for adoption within 30
guardianand who representatie department which placed thedaysafter being legally freed; or
child for adoption, to another agency authorized to place children 4. Foreign—born children who have beesferred to the
for adoption and which placed the child for adopt@mnto an departmenfor adoptive placement in Mtonsin.
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(b) Children may be considered to have special needs wrartreachmaterials tgprovide information regarding the services
they are placed in sustaining care or when they are at legal riakailablefrom the exchange and to promote the adoption of spe
However: cial needs children.

1. The exchange maphotolist children who have been (7) StaTisTICAL REPORTING. The exchange shall compile sta
placedin sustaining care under s. 48.428, Stats., only when ftiiics. If the exchange is operated by an individual or private
courtinvolved gives written permission; and agencyunder a contract, a semi—annual statistical report shall be

2. The exchange may photolist childrenexgal risk either submittedto the department and shall include the followirfgr-
with the written consent of theurt or by written consent of the mation:
adoptionagency and the chilslparenbr guardian. The photolist  (a) The number of children photolisted during tle@orting
informationshall include a description of the legal risk. periodand the total number of children currently listed;

(c) The exchange shall register prospective adoptive families(c) The number of children photolisted who were placed for
who have either referred themselves to the exchange or who hadeptionwithin the previous 6 months and the average number of
beenreferred to the exchange by an adoption agency daysthat a child was listed prior to adoptive placement;

(d) The exchange may register motolist, as appropriate, (d) The number of adoption inquiries received for each child
specialneeds children with out-of-state exchanged use the photolisted during the reporting period;
resource®f those exchanges, but only with written permission (e) A semi—annual financial report; and
from the childs guardian or the agency responsible for the child. (f) Any other information requested by the department for pro
The exchange may recommend the ofspecific out-of-state grammanagement.
exchangesor a particular child. _ o (8) ReCORDS RETENTION. The exchange shall destroy all

(e) The exchange shall withdraw a ctslghotolistingwhen  recordsthat pertain to a particular child within one year after the
the adoption agency notifighe exchange in writing that the childchild's photolistingis withdrawn or the child is adopted. The
hasbeen adopted, has reached age 18, has been emancipatggde¥dsshall be destroyed in a confidential manner

marriageor has died. _ _ _ ~ (9) DISCONTINUANCEOFRECRUITMENTEFFORTS. The exchange
_(f) The exchange shall withdraw a prospective adoptive fanghall discontinue photolisting and any other recruitmefures

ly's registration when the familgr agency notifies the exchangefor a childfollowing receipt of a written notice from the adoption

in writing that the family has adopted a child, that theg/no lon  agency.

gerinterested in adopting a special needs child or after one yeaistory: Cr. RegisterJuly, 1985, No. 355, 8-1-85;.d8), RegisterSeptember

if the family or agency has not responded to inquiries from thed2,No. 441, e 10-1-92; emay. am. (3) (c), df 11-16-99; am. (3) (c), Register
hange July, 2000, No. 535, &f8-1-00; CR02-101: am. (1) (intro.), (a) (intro.) and 3., (b)

exchange. (infro.) and 1. and 2., (d) and (e), (2) (intro.) and (b), (3) (intro) and (a), (4), (7) (a),
(2) MaTcHING SeERVICE. The exchange shall attempt to matcke) to (f) and (8)r. (7) (b) and (g), cr(9), Register November 2002 No. 563, ef

childrenlisted in the adoption photolisting under sub. (3) and prd?~1702
spectiveadoptive families registered with the exchange by: DCF 50.09 Adoption agency responsibilities.

(a) Giving self-referred prospective adoptive families infor(1) PuoTouisTING. Photolisting of a child may occur at any time
mation aboutthe exchange, special needs adoption and horéforetermination of parental rights. Except as provided in sub.
study requirements; referring the family to adoption agencigg), an agencyghall photolist a child with the exchange within 30
servingtheir geographic area, and following up on tamily’'s  days of the date the child is legaligedfor adoption or from the
referral;and dateof an adoptive placement disruption, if the child is not cur

(b) Contacting adoption agencies to provide them with inforently photolisted. All of the following information about the
mationon registered prospectiegloptive families that would be child shall be included:
appropriate for a photolisted child based on the chitdeds and  (a) The childs name, birth date, sex, race and the birth parents’
circumstances. religiouspreference;

(3) ApopTiON PHOTOLISTING. The adoption information  (b) A recent black and white photograph of the child;
exchangeshall develop and maintain a photolisting, which shall: (c) A brief narrative description of the child;

(a) Include information about and a photograph of eduto (d) The name, date of birth and sex of any of the ahdlitilings

listed child. The information included with the photolisting for ayvho are also available for adoption, and whether the)bem
child shall concisely describe the child in a positive and uniforflacedindividually or as a sibling group;

manner; (e) A brief social historyincluding the chilct placement his

(b) Be made available to all adoption agencies in the staigry, and the date when guardianship becomiesigfe;

adoptiveparent groups, child advocagyoups, other interested () an assessment of the chidcturrent abilities angrojected
groupsand child—placing agencies in other states; functionallevel as an adult:

(c) Be updated at least quarterly to revise, add to or delete fromyg) The childs school placement level and an assessment of
thelisting of available special needs children; and his or her special education needs:

(d) Include a listing of out-of-state special needs children. If (h) Other information as needéal be compatible with out—
theexchange is operated by an individual or private agency ungeLgrate exchanges for children to be listed also with those
a contract with the departmenthere shall be written case-gychangesand

by-caseapproval by the department for each out-of-sipeial (i) A description of the nature of legal risk if adoption of the

needschild listed. ... childis considered a legal risk.
(4) PROGRESSINQUIRIES. The eXChange shall make INQUINIES  Note: Photolisting may also be used prior to termination of parental rights fer chil
of adoption agencies at least semi—annuallyetermine the preg drenat legal risk in need of a foster or adoptive home who have a plan for adoption.

resstoward adoption of children photolisted with the exchange. (2) PHoToLISTING UPDATES. The adoption agency shall pro

(5) TELEPHONE INFORMATION SERVICE. The exchangehall Vide updated information to the exchange as follows:
maintaina central telephone number which peopleaahto get (a) Within 10 working days after a change occurs, the agency
information about the exchangand about adoption of specialshall report changes in the chitdstatus, including thehild’s
needschildren and shall publish and disseminate the telephopkacementor adoption.
numberof the exchange. (b) Within 10 working days after the first 12 monthat a child

(6) PusLIic INFORMATION. The exchange shall develop and dishasbeen photolisted and after each subsequent 12-month period,
tribute informationalpamphlets, brochures, displays and medite adoption agency shall submipdating information which
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includesa new written description and recent photograph of the (4) ExcepTions. Photolisting isnot required if any of the fel
child. lowing apply:
(c) Within 10 working days after a change occurs, the agency (a) The agency meets the requirements for reasonable place
shall give notice that a prospective adoptive family has eitherent eforts described in s. DCF 50.03 (2).
adopteda child or is no longer interested in adopting a special (b) An exception to reasonable placemefurés as specified
needschild. in s. DCF 50.03 (3) is documentiecthe childs case record by the
(3) PHOTOLISTING AFTER DISCONTINUATION OF RECRUITMENT  adoptionagency
EFFORTs. If a child’s photolisting has been discontinued urgler  (¢) The permanency plan for the child includes documentation
DCF 50.08 (9), and the exceptions in sub. (4), do not apply by the adoption agency that it is not appropriate to seeklap
agencyshall re-photo list the child with ttexchange within 30 tive placement.
daysof a change that creates a need for an adoptive placememistory: Cr. RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355, &f8-1-85; emeg. am. (1) (intro.),
An agency that photolists a child with the exchange under ;%23_%1%%9(91;) earr?tr ()(%)(g?t(rlgtzo ?igss(tiﬁit%y) ggg%)?lz%-(g)?’f,aé;gzl—c%)): grffj
subsectiorshall includeand update all of the information speci 4 register November 2002 No. 563, 42-1-02; corrections in (3). (4) (and
fied in s. DCF 50.09 (1) (a) to (i). (b) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635.
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